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Fiscal effort is defined as a state’s commitment to intellectual and 
developmental disability (IDD) services and supports after controlling for state 
wealth. It is a measure of spending for IDD services per $1,000 of aggregate 
statewide personal income.  Community Fiscal Effort measures spending of 
community services; Community services consist of federal, state, and local 
government spending for publicly or privately operated community-based 
residential programs serving 15 or fewer persons per setting.
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The State of the States 
in Intellectual and 
Developmental 
Disabilities Project is a 
national longitudinal 
comparative study of 
financial and 
programmatic trends in 
spending on supports 
and services for people 
with IDD in the United 
States. The project is 
funded by the U.S. 
Administration on 
Community Living as a 
longitudinal data 
project of national 
significance.  

Note 1: States’ ranking, highest to 
lowest, on community fiscal effort.   
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